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Report of the 7th Steering Committee Meeting
12-13 March 2012, RADISSON Blu Vieux Port, Marseille, France
Executive Summary

The 7th Steering Committee Meeting of the World Urban Campaign (WUC) was held in Marseille, France, on 12 and 13 March 2012, during the sixth session of the World Water Forum. The meeting was attended by 41 participants (Annex A). The meeting held a mix of working groups sessions and plenary sessions which reviewed progress to date, discussed the recommendations and outcomes arising from the working groups and decided on steps going forward.  
The meeting marked a turning point for the Campaign. The Executive Director of UN-Habitat, Dr. Joan Clos, provided a new vision for the Campaign and new impetus for going forward. He invited the Campaign to play an important role in bringing about a paradigm shift in the understanding and conception of cities; to help convey an urgent message to decisions makers and the public of the need for new and innovative models of urbanisation; and to serve as the communication and partners platform in preparation for the Habitat III Conference to be held in 2016.

This vision was further bolstered by several new developments. Chief among these was the establishment of a new WUC Secretariat team dedicated to the Campaign and located in the Office of the Executive Director.  As a direct result of the above, considerable progress was noted in a relatively short period of time in terms of launching websites, preparing a draft Business Plan, developing PR materials, more consistent communications,  and the establishment of a calendar of proposed WUC activities and events in support of Rio+20 and the World Urban Forum. 

Considerable progress was made by the working groups since the last Steering Committee meeting in September 2011. This included the finalisation of templates for documenting and assessing good policies and enabling legislation; the finalisation of a template for reporting on benchmarking, tools and methods; and new guidelines and definitions for partnerships and sponsoring developed by the working group on Resource Mobilisation and Reporting. The templates represent tangible outcomes that are now poised for the next stage, namely their pilot application using real world cases, including the showcasing of the pilot applications at WUF6.  The guidelines will serve as a solid basis for managing partnership relations and the recruitment of new partners. 

The major outcomes of the meeting can be summarised as follows:
· The establishment of a new working group on City Futures and Innovation with a strong focus on revolutionary versus evolutionary thinking to help generate new and innovative concepts and paradigms for more sustainable urbanisation. The Group will prepare a road map for going forward, including the possibility of organising an event at WUF;
· The need for the Secretariat to build on its recent gains on communicating with partners and strengthen the Communication Strategy; the need for partners to make use of the new communication infrastructure in place to contribute and share their inputs;

· To expand upon the set of pilot cities for the 100 Cities initiative and to clarify the rules of engagement  for partners and cities;
· The preparation of WUC events in 2012, at WUF6 in particular, that will constitute opportunities to convey key messages and to increase the Campaign’s outreach;
· The preparation of a WUC Manifesto for Cities to convey a clear and compelling message to decisions makers and stakeholders of the need for change in urban matters based on the principles of the Campaign. 

· The convening of the next Steering Committee meeting on 2 September 2012 in Naples prior to the WUF. 
The present report is structured as follows:

· Overview of the Opening Plenary Session
· Progress report by the Secretariat

· Reports by Partners

· Progress report by Working Groups

· Summary of issues and recommendations, and formation of new working groups, Session 1
· Summary of outcome and decisions made by working groups, Session 2
· Concluding Session
A. Overview of the Opening Plenary Session
The opening plenary session was introduced by Nicholas You, Chairman of the Steering Committee, who welcomed the participants, and was followed by an opening statement by Dr. Joan Clos, Executive Director of UN-Habitat.  
Dr. Clos thanked and welcomed participants and new partners who have recently joined the Campaign. Those include Lafarge (France) – a company working on building materials and affordable housing –; Joslyn Institute for Sustainable Communities (USA) that contributes to build knowledge on urban sustainability; and the University of Naples, an academic think-tank dedicated to urban issues. He also welcomed invitees and potential partners: AGBAR, represented by  Mr. Ricard Frigola; Association ADP, represented by Secretary General Marcel Belliot and Xavier Crépin; CORDAID, represented by Mr. Evert van Walsum; the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industries (FICCI) represented by Mrs. Mousumi Roy, Director of Real Estate and Urban Infrastructure; James Jao of Jao Design International; South-South News, represented by its President Ambassador Francis Lorenzo; Villes en Mouvement, represented by Mrs. Mireille Appel-Muler, Chief Executive.. He also thanked the sponsors - Arcadis, GDF Suez, Lafarge and Veolia Environnement for their generous contributions to the Campaign. 
Dr. Clos presented his vision for the World Urban Campaign. He highlighted the global urban challenges and the failure of the prevailing standard model of urbanization to address these challenges. Expected population growth and escalating energy costs alone would require that the present model be revisited. He underscored effective urban planning, appropriate densities and public space as key components of an urban paradigm shift.  He further stressed that appropriate design and higher densities generate economies of scale that, together with innovation, are more conducive to job creation and productive cities. He introduced “I’m a City Changer” as a means for the WUC to convey to decision-makers and citizens the required changes to policies and strategies, consumption patterns, technology use, life styles and attitudes to dramatically improve the quality of life and the livability of cities for future generations. 
Dr. Clos stated that the Campaign shall serve as vehicle as to build and share a new positive vision of the city in the 21st century. The Campaign should become a broad-based, inclusive and innovative movement of people with a common purpose of improving our urban future and bringing about positive change. In that sense, the Campaign should become the main partners’ platform for the preparation of the Third United Nations Conference on Human Settlements (Habitat III) to be held in 2016. He also invited the participants to join the World Urban Forum (WUF) to be held in Naples in September 2012.

Dr. Clos’ opening statement was followed by introductions of members and invitees present, as well as new campaign partners. 

Nicholas You proceeded with the review and adoption of the meeting agenda (Annex B). 

B. Progress Report by the Secretariat


The Secretariat delivered a progress report on activities undertaken since the 6th Steering Committee held in September 2011 in Amsterdam. Ana B. Moreno, Chief of Advocacy, Outreach and Communications at UN-Habitat, introduced the new WUC Secretariat located in the Office of the Executive Director. Christine Auclair, WUC Project Leader, presented the new communication tools that have been developed since the last Steering Committee Meeting in Amsterdam:

· A beta version of the WUC Website:  www.worldurbancampaign.org
· A beta version of the ‘I’m a City Changer’ website:  www.imacitychanger.org
· PR materials including a WUC Brochure ‘Join the World Urban Campaign – Better City, Better Life’ and ‘Guidelines for Joining the World Urban Campaign’
 that are part of the WUC Kit to also include thematic fact sheets under preparation.

Christine Auclair explained the WUC guidelines developed with the sub-working group tasked to develop protocols for partnerships at the last Steering Committee meeting. She explained the different entry levels: Member, Lead Partner, Associate Partner and Sponsor of the WUC. She also briefed participants on the different sponsoring levels (‘Top’ and ‘Main’ sponsors, ‘Supporter’).

The Secretariat also presented the following initiatives and planned activities
:
1. The new WUC Secretariat team is meant to serve the Campaign in a more effective and inclusive manner. It is supported by an internal UN-Habitat WUC Task Force comprised of representatives from the following branches:  (i) Urban Land, Legislation and Governance; (ii) Urban Basic Services; (iii) Housing and Slum Upgrading; (iv) Urban Planning and Design; (v) Risk Reduction and Rehabilitation; (vi) Urban Economy; and (vii) Research and Capacity Development that can support the six WUC thematic clusters and provide content and help build new partnerships to broaden participation in the Campaign. The Task Force will also help internalize the Campaign across UN-Habitat through its activities with a wide range of partners.
2. The draft WUC Business Plan, called for by the Steering Committee at its last session, is intended to serve as the framework for all Partners to communicate their activities/events related to the Campaign, to update the Secretariat regularly and vice versa.
3. The new WUC and ‘I’m a City Changer’ websites are also conceived as frameworks to enable partners to post information relevant to be filled with information from the partners. In particular, the Secretariat made an appeal to Partners to concretize the tools and methods, good policies and enabling legislation.
4. Planned events for 2012: 

· ‘I’m a City Changer’ local campaigns will be organized in at least three capital cities: Rio (Rio+20 conference), Naples (World Urban Forum), Nairobi (World Habitat Day).

· During the Rio +20 Conference in June, ‘I’m a City Changer’ outreach activities will also include an exhibition entitled ‘Pictures from the Future’ to which WUC partners are invited to join. 

· At the World Urban Forum (Naples, 1-7 September), UN-Habitat will organize a special WUC booth in the exhibition space, will coordinate a calendar of WUC partners events at WUF6 and can organize specific joined WUC events.
· World Habitat Day (Monday 1 October) shall be on the theme ‘Changing Cities, Building Opportunities’ bringing the WUC in the forefront. That will be an opportunity for WUC partners to join in key outreach activities globally.

5. 100 Cities Initiative: The Secretariat has contacted cities involved in the experimental phase. Four cities have confirmed their engagement in the new upcoming phase (Philadelphia, Medellin, Livingston and Vienna). Three new cities have joined the 100 Cities since the last Steering Committee meeting: Bilbao (Spain), Liverpool (UK) and E’erguna (China). However, the Secretariat needs to confirm the engagement of E’erguna since new procedures are in place for approval of UN-Habitat’s activities in China with the Government of China.
6. On the basis of the recent progress, the priority goals for the WUC Secretariat outlined the priority goals for 2012, to include:

· Improve the internal and external communication for WUC partners in order to gain higher visibility.

· Expand the partners and members’ base to strengthen the Campaign from the international to the local level.
· Implement key activities to develop knowledge, promote learning and dialogue on cities: the catalogue of tools and methods, the global observatory on good policies and enabling legislation, the 100 Cities initiative.
In conclusion, the Secretariat thanked the various partners who have supported the Campaign through their financial contributions and in-kind donations.
C. Report by Partners
Bert Smolders and Gabrielle Daniels-Gombert from ARCADIS reported on the positive progress in the Shelter Programme carried out with UN-Habitat. The Shelter Programme started in March 2010 since the launch of the World Urban Campaign. The Shelter program has three main components. The first is providing pro bono expertise for UN-Habitat projects. Last year, Arcadis provided technical expertise in more than ten countries. In the first two months of 2012 five missions were sent to Indonesia on urban planning, water management and waste management; Haiti on water management; and Senegal on flood protection, all-in urban areas. The second component is the organization of a Shelter Academy. In the fall of this year a second Shelter Academy session will be organized by Arcadis in cooperation with UN-Habitat. The topic for knowledge transfer will be urban planning and water management. Participants are high level officials selected by UN-Habitat. The third component is to provide financial support for the organization of the World Urban Campaign. The cooperation between Arcadis and UN-Habitat is now entering its third year and is regarded as an excellent example of a new kind of sponsorship in which the expertise and experience of the private sector can be used to support the mandate of UN-Habitat.

Ritu George, representing Global Urban Development (GUD), reported that the organization celebrated its 10th anniversary last December. She mentioned the GUD’s website, www.globalurban.org that explains the recent evolution, current initiatives, and future directions based on three core themes:  economic development, sustainability, and inclusiveness. Over the past decade GUD has innovated in Metropolitan Economic Strategy and Sustainable Economic Development and has engaged in Metropolitan Economic Strategy research and action in Europe, Asia, Africa, Latin America, and the US.   Last year GUD worked together with the Brazil and US Governments, the Energy and Climate Partnership of the Americas, the American Planning Association, the City of Curitiba, and the Commercial Association of Parana, to organize the world’s first international conference on Sustainable Economic Development, held in Curitiba, Brazil during June 7-8, 2011.  Currently GUD is working intensively on Metropolitan Economic Strategy and Sustainable Economic Development in Brazil.  Soon GUD will be working on Inclusive Economic Development in several Latin American countries. 

Jane Katz from Habitat For Humanity International informed participants that the organization will hold a regional housing forum in Latin America and the Caribbean entitled - Building Shared Solutions for Inclusive Cities - on September 25-28, 2012, in Bogata, Columbia, with its partners including UN HABITAT and the International Federation of the Red Cross.  The main topic to be discussed during the Forum is access to adequate housing solutions for vulnerable communities and populations with a right to the city.  The multidisciplinary forum will focus on four critical themes that have been identified as of high regional priority in Latin America and the Caribbean: (i) inclusive housing and the right to the city; (ii) finance models for adequate housing; (iii) building a sustainable human habitat; and, (iv) adequate housing and disaster risk reduction. The Forum will share lessons learned and build upon the regional housing forums held in Budapest and Bangkok last year, as well as continuing the themes from the WUF6 to be held in Naples in September.
Sarah Silliman reported on Huairou Commission’s activities contributing to actions and advocacy related to urban issues. The Commission has contributed to the development of Good Policies and Enabling Legislation with Birte Scholz from the Global Parliamentarians for Habitat. At this stage, they are interested in supporting pilot grassroots initiatives to collect data and implement action research in, for example,  the Hyogo Framework for Action Implementation; Compensations for Contribution; and Gendered impacts of corruption. Currently, the Huairou Commission has two network members participating in the 100 Cities Initiative: Livingston (Guatemala) and Pushchino (Russia). Other Activities in partnership with UN Habitat include: the Global Network on Safer Cities (GNSC), focusing on issues of safety and security in cities, the Advisory Group on Gender Issues and the Expert Group Meeting on Gender and Urbanization. Finally, Huairou, through its Women and Human Settlements Portal (www.womenandhumansettlements.org) will host  an online grassroots academy in March 2012 which will bring together grassroots groups, development professionals, and academics to share their practices, strategies and expertise on Community and innovation, Policy and partnership, Grassroots organizing and leadership development.

James Jao of Jao Design
 expressed the strong interest of the Chinese city of E’erguna to join the WUC through the ‘100 Cities Initiative’ and to promote the ‘I’m a City Changer Campaign’.  E’erguna is committed to become a low-carbon, ecological and sustainable city. Mr. Jao informed the WUC partners that an expert meeting will be organized in E’erguna at the end of March to discuss the low-carbon strategic planning blueprint of the city. It is clarified by the WUC Secretariat that the expert group meeting is not a WUC activity. After James Jao’s intervention, the Secretariat explained that Dr. Joan Clos, UN-Habitat’s Executive Director, and Jiang Baodong, the Mayor of E’erguna, have previously met and discussed ways to officialise the candidacy of E’erguna in the 100 Cities Initiative. WUC Secretariat specified that no official decision has been taken, since all UN-Habitat activities in China should follow the procedure of the Memorandum of Understanding signed with the Government of China. 

Cecil Steward of the Joslyn Institute for Sustainable Communities reported on the launch of the new book entitled ‘Sustainometrics: Measuring Sustainability – Design, Planning, and Public Administration for Sustainable Living’, that focus on measuring sustainability through a variety of indicators. He co-authored it with Dr. Sharon Kuska. 

Eugenie Birch reported on recent progress made by the Penn Institute of Urban Research (Penn IUR) on several projects related to measuring and disseminating knowledge and awareness about urban sustainability. She also explained the Institute’s leadership in the creation of two Knowledge Sharing Platforms (KSP), a tool for collecting and sharing best practices for creating low-carbon model towns (or sustainable urban development): the first one as part of the APEC Energy Working Group's Energy Smart Communities Initiative (ESCI), the second one as part of the US Department of Energy's Greater Philadelphia Innovation Cluster-Energy Efficient Buildings project.  In addition, Penn IUR researchers are working with the Partnership for Sustainable Development (US Departments of Housing and Urban Development and Transportation and Environmental Protection Agency) on developing a manual of sustainable communities’ indicators with funding from the Ford Foundation. As part of this work, Penn IUR researchers are members of the Ford Foundation-supported Sustainable Urban Development Working Group.  Initial results of the Group's work are published in the World Watch Institute's 2012 State of the World Report, "Moving Towards Sustainable Prosperity," to be launched in Washington DC on April 11.  Also being launched in April is the Penn IUR/PJM Electricity Price Ticker, a real time, web-based indicator of wholesale electricity prices for a large part of the US Eastern seaboard, created as part of a sustainability awareness campaign.(One aspect of this campaign was the administration of an Electricity Literacy Survey to Penn students to understand the level of understanding of this basic commodity among a subset of youth. preliminary results reveal the need for much education, especially around conservation and sustainability themes). Eugenie Birch also informed the group that the Ford Foundation is very supportive of WUC and that discussions are underway with them about their joining the World Urban Campaign.

Luigi Fusco Girard from the Universita degli Studi di Napoli Federico II thanked the WUC for accepting his University as a new Lead Partner, in particular the Laboratory of Research on Creative and Sustainable Cities. He reported on the first initiatives carried out by the Laboratory  under the umbrella of the WUC, that is a scholarship programme for PhD. students and architects/planners  on the WUC topics/goals as well as the launch of a contest on green sustainable architecture for local architects, planners and entrepreneurs. A third initiative is the organization of an international workshop during the WUF in Naples on the issue of local sustainable development of port cities. He invited interested WUC partner organizations to take part in the jury and the Scientific Committee.

Helena Molin Valdes from the UN International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (UNISDR) reported on the recent progress of the Resilient Cities Programme (www.unisdr.org/campaign) and its campaign ‘Making Cities Resilient: My City is Getting Ready!’. So far, 968 local governments have signed-up to the campaign, as well as 11 Champions and 22 Role Model Cities. To join the campaign, organizations agree to a ten-point checklist 'Ten essentials of making cities resilient'. UNISDR with the cities and participating partners has just finalized a Handbook for Local Government Leaders on ‘How to Make Cities More Resilient’, and a Local Government Self Assessment Tool (checklist-questions with scores). City-to-City learning and workshops are undertaken by partners and cities in the campaign, based on these tools. Sign-up of partners, advocates, cities and nomination to become a role model are available on the website. UNISDR can serve as the Lead Partner of the WUC thematic cluster on resilient cities. Helena Molin Valdes also gave an update on the activities in which UNISDR will be involved at Rio+20, including a side event on resilient cities, an exhibit and participation in the ICLEI Townhall. At the World Urban Forum networking on planning and resilience and the launch of First Resilient Cities Report are part of plans.
Nicholas You presented a progress report on behalf of Zerofootprint. He explained a new project entitled ‘How big is your school’s environment footprint”. It is an initiative measuring, displaying, and comparing the energy, fuel, water, and carbon footprint of each school. A detailed presentation on this initiative is available at: http://haltoncatholic.zerofootprint.net.
D. Progress Report by Working Groups
Benchmarking tools and methods 

Eugenie Birch reported on this working group which has developed a new template that has been tried and tested. She suggested that the template be uploaded on the WUC website. In addition, she explained that the Ford Foundation has created a working group on Sustainable Communities that could be linked to the WUC tools and methods.
Good Policies and Enabling Legislation

Ramin Keivani presented the results of working group that has produced a template form to report on Good Policies and Enabling Legislation, as requested at the last Steering Committee Meeting. He suggested that this be discussed in working group on Day 2.   

Resource Mobilization and Reporting

Cedric Baecher explained the progress made by the Resource Mobilization and Reporting group which has worked in particular on the preparation of the WUC Guidelines. The results have been incorporated in the new brochure presented by the Secretariat, where four levels of partnership are clearly articulated and defined, in particular their commitment, their entitlements in terms of communication and their visibility at the World Urban Forum. Cedric Baecher reminded the importance of clear rules for the use of the WUC, I’m a City Changer and UN-Habitat logos. He congratulated the Secretariat for the very fast progress in finalizing the guidelines in a user-friendly and attractive document for dissemination to potential new members and partners.
E. Summary of Issues and Recommendations and formation of working groups, Plenary Session 2, 12 March 2012
After the presentations of progress reports by the Partners, the Secretariat and the Working Groups, Nicholas You opened the floor to questions and answers and highlighted other key issues brought up by the partners to be discussed.

New working group or sub-group on ‘City Futures and Innovation’
Cecil Steward recalled his proposal at the last Steering Committee meeting to create a new working-group dedicated to ‘City Futures and Innovation’. He explained the importance of such group given the dramatic urban transformations that require more than ever innovative thinking. Ismael Fernandez from ISOCARP strongly supported the proposal. Eugenie Birch, from her side, stressed that innovation should be cross-cutting and addressed by all the working groups, supporting nonetheless the idea that a specific group would be very relevant. 

Further to the Chair’s support to the initiative in view of Dr. Clos’ opening statement stressing the need to introduce new urban paradigms and thus the relevance of innovation, the Committee unanimously supported the proposal and requested that the new working group be established during this 7th session in Marseille. 

Private sector participation and engagement with cities
Christian Kornevall from the World Business Council for Sustainable Development (WBCSD), also representing the private sector in the WUC as Chair of the Urban Private Sector Advisory Board (UPSAB), made a few remarks on the relations between local governments and the private sector. He stressed that cities, which are dealing with communities, have difficulties engaging with the private sector as providers of solutions. Stephane Quere from GDF Suez supported this statement saying that alliances between cities and the private sector are needed, more than ever. After a broader discussion with the group, Nicholas You suggested that this theme be henceforth integrated in the different working groups.

Communication between partners and the Secretariat
A discussion on internal communication was spearheaded by Sarah Silliman and Cecil Steward who requested that communications between the Secretariat and the partners be improved although notable progress had been made in recent months. There is also a need for all partners to update each other on their activities through the coordination of the Secretariat. Ana B. Moreno reminded that the Secretariat established an internal communication tool (Basecamp) available to all, launched in September. She suggested that this issue be addressed in the Communications Working Group.

The Secretariat also pointed out the importance of external communication in order to engage more partners and disseminate information. The new website is meant to serve all partners. Also, the Secretariat will work on the design of a newsletter with the aim of disseminating WUC partners’ activities and key messages.
F. Summary of outcome and decisions made by Working Groups, Plenary Session 3
1. Good Policies and Enabling Legislation
Members present: Marcel Belliot, President, ADP; Alison Brown, Professor, Cardiff University;   Louise Cox, Chair, Habitat Professionals Forum; Ramin Keivani, Research Lead, Oxford Brookes University; Anna Leidreiter, Policy Officer, World Future Council; Mousumi Roy, Director, Real Estate and Urban Infrastructure, FICCI; Theo Schilderman, Head, International Programme, Access to Infrastructure Services, Practical Action. Secretariat: Christine Auclair, WUC Project Leader.
The main issues that arose in this working group was how to pilot the templates it had developed over a two year period for the documentation and review of good policies and enabling  legislation. The group suggested the following:
1. To use the simplified template for piloting a number of cases whilst providing the option to partners for more in-depth discussion of the issues through the use of the more detailed template should they wish to do so;
2. Seek collaboration from a number of partners and champions from case cities involved in the 100 cities initiative and also partners from the steering group who are involved in relevant initiatives to participate in the piloting exercise. These include: 
· Bilbao, Liverpool, Medellin, Vienna and Philadelphia from the 100 cities; 
· Rio de Janeiro and Nairobi where a “I’m a City Changer Campaigns” will be launched;
· Nominations of suitable initiatives/policies/legislation and champions from other working group members including Mousumi Roy from India and Alison Brown for the Brazil national policy on waste pickers in Belo Horizonte;
· Utilizing links with other UN initiatives, e,g, UNISDR and GLTN; 

Further to discussions in plenary, the following decisions and recommendations were put forward:

· Other partners interested in collaborating in the pilot application of the templates   include: Jane Katz, Sarah Silliman and Helena Molin Valdes.

· The suggested timeline for pilot implementation is as follows:

(i) End of March 2012  - revised instructions for completion of template

(ii) End of May 2012 – completion of piloting

(iii) Mid July 2012 – finalizing template based on comments received

(iv) September 2012 - Some form of presentation at WUF 6 

The Committee also recommended that some kind of presentation be made at WUF6, perhaps as part of a larger WUC event. This could be either in the form of a seminar/workshop with involvement of partners who have contributed to the piloting or publication/poster. 

It was further recommended that the Secretariat contact different colleagues/organizations noted under point [2] above to obtain the necessary contact information for collaboration on piloting. The working group and the secretariat are to work together to assess the pilots and finalize the templates.
2. Benchmarking Tools for Assessment and Measurement for Sustainable Development
Members present: Eugenie Birch, co-Director, Penn Institute for Urban Research; Jane Katz, Director of International Affairs & Programs, Habitat for Humanity International; Sharon Kuska, Vice President, Joslyn Institute for Sustainable Communities; Karen Stelzner, Corporate Communications and Government Affairs, Siemens AG. Secretariat: Rosa Surinach, Media Consultant, UN-Habitat.
The Working Group made the following recommendations and decisions:
1. That the Working Group be re-named “Tools for Assessment and Measurement for Sustainable Urban Development” so as to represent its work more accurately; subsequently the Steering Committee agreed.
2. Draft a layout for a working group webpage or knowledge-sharing platform (TAM-KSP) that will appear on the World Urban Campaign webpage under the resources section. The group further decided that: 

a. The aim of the TAM-KSP is: 

i. to advance the goals and support the principles of the World Urban Campaign

ii. to provide data and information about the various efforts to assess and measure progress toward sustainable development around the globe in an easily accessible, easily searchable fashion

iii. to help create a community of practice among those involved with creating and implementing such tools,
b. The format will follow the WUC sustainable development image below.
c. Content: 

i. Immediate focus will be on Partners’ contributions but other material will be added;  site will also include publications, video interviews, interactive features and other material as resources allow;
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ii. Basic information about a tool will be on TAM-KSP  according to a common format to be developed by the Editorial Committee (see below) with feedback from the Steering Committee, with links to the tool- sponsors’ websites;
iii. Contact information for each tool will be included on TAM-KSP.
d. TAM-KSP production:

i. Editorial control: The TAM-KSP will offer basic information about tools submitted to an Editorial Committee consisting of Eugenie Birch, Jane Katz, Sharon Kuska and Karen Stelzner; special advisor Luigi Fusco Girard;
ii. Penn IUR offers to support the creation of the TAM-KSP.
e. Timing: Working Group will employ the information collected at the previous Steering Committee and UPSAB meetings to pilot the TAM-KSP in the next two months. Selected pilots include: Habitat for Humanity’s Global Housing Indicators, Joslyn Institute’s Sustainometrics; Siemen’s Green Index, UNISDR Assessment and the Partnership for Sustainable Communities (US Departments of Housing and Urban Development and Transportation, Environmental Protection Agency.)   

3. Future Cities and Innovation

Members present: Xavier Crepin, ADP Association; Ismael Fernandez Mejia, President, ISOCARP; Luigi Fusco Girard, University of Napoli; Stephane Quere, Vice President, Strategy and Sustainable development, GDF-SUEZ; Emilia Saiz, Director of Statutory Issues and International Relations, UCLG; Cecil Steward,  Joslyn Institute for Sustainable Communities. 

This new working group decided that it would focus on new approaches to innovation, taking into account the balance between technology and culture. It defined cultural resilience as the capacity to maintain the identity of a system.  It stated that without cohesion, the future will be lost and that it is crucial to become resilient in a comprehensive way. 
It also stated that interdependency is essential: quality of life will depend on the density of relations, the ability to reconnect and think in a circular way. In addition, it emphasized the need to consider the concept of revolution versus evolution and to identify trends but also challenge them. The group stressed the importance of open innovation processes, interpreting the reality in multi-dimensional ways, and looking at circular metabolisms. 

Outcomes should be cross-sectoral, looking at urban planning from a different perspective, facilitating exchanges on concrete topics and facilitating thinking outside of the box.
The working group requested the Secretariat to consider innovation as a key cross-cutting theme of the World Urban Forum.
The new working group on ‘Future Cities and Innovation’ will work on that basis of City Changers materials, the WUC’s thematic areas and key WUC principles to generate innovative concepts. The group will prepare a Road Map to carry out concrete projects including the possibility of organizing an event at WUF.

4. Communications, Outreach and Events

Members present: Gabrielle Daniels-Gombert, Senior Advisor, Arcadis NV; Ritu George Kaliaden, Fellow, Global Urban Development (GUD); Christian Kornevall, Chair of UPSAB; Sarah Silliman, Huairou Commission; Evert van Walsum, Urban Programme Officer, CORDAID; Secretariat: Ana B. Moreno, Chief, Advocacy, Outreach and Communications, UN-Habitat.
The working group focused on three issues:
1. Internal Communications/Communications Strategy

a. Newsletters and information coming from Habitat

i. A new general newsletter entitled ‘City Changers’ will be launched soon for all partners and targeting the general public
ii. UN-Habitat will publish a monthly e-newsletter. It can include a WUC section for partners’ inputs. The linkage with the UN-Habitat magazine, Urban World, is under consideration.
iii. A monthly email update, produced by the Secretariat, will allow sharing key updates and information.
b. Basecamp – an internal WUC partner’s communication tool will continue being used to access key documents of the Campaign.
c. UN-Habitat is working on TV Spots.
d. World Urban Forum (Naples, 1-7 September 2012):

i. The exhibition space will include a dedicated WUC area and separate booths for interested partners.
ii. A City Changer campaign will be launched in Naples
e. Future Work: need to develop the full communication strategy and to have a task force comprised of the communications focal points of each partner to activate the strategy.
f. External communication: the key principles of the Campaign should be more prominent on the WUC website and be disseminated in a simple document that will be accessible online and be used as the basis of our advocacy, along with the elements/principles of the Campaign activities.
2. 100 Cities

The group debated on the added value for cities to join the 100 cities and the possible link that could be introduced with the ‘City Changers’. ‘I’m a City Changer’ is a broad and open initiative while the 100 cities Initiative is conceived for distinctive cities, exemplifying ‘living practices’ from which others can learn.  However, it lacks incentives for partners to continually engage and clarity what the learning processes. It also requires visibility and clear processes to establish a political legacy. Those are the keys to create more incentive.

There is a need to redefine clear criteria (using the checklist, generating a TOR, refining the modalities). 

It was decided to start with a new pilot group of cities, that will begin now, have an initial output at Naples, and work towards Habitat III. A timeline shall be proposed with clear deadlines. These city practices will be the learning lab, they will test and incorporate the initiatives of the WUC, and require engagement from all WUC partners. These pilot cities will draw from two cities that are already part of 100 cities that have reaffirmed their commitment and cities that will be proposed and also championed by WUC Partners.

After a broader debate in plenary, Partners concluded that the 100 Cities Initiative should be more connected to the ‘I’m a City Changer’ Initiative. Emilia Saiz, on behalf on UCLG, stated that it was difficult for cities to join an Initiative without specific statement and commitment. In that sense, ‘I’m a City Changer’ can add value to the initiative by introducing a commitment for change through specific actions.  

It was decided to form a sub-working group on the 100 Cities Process to make proposals on ways to clarify the rules of engagement and generate clear incentives for cities and partners to join, making the initiative an attractive and strong component of the campaign. The group will be convened by the Secretariat and deliver a proposal in the next two months, and composed of representatives of: UCLG (Emilia Saiz), Metropolis (Gabriel Bello Barros), BWI (Jin Sook Lee), Cordaid (Evert van Walsum), Huairou Commission (Sarah Silliman), FICCI (Mousumi Roi).

G. Summary of decisions and recommendations, Plenary Session 4
1. Preparation of the Rio+20 Conference 

The session started with a briefing by Ana B. Moreno on Rio+20 and the participation of UN-Habitat at three levels:

· Providing substantive content on the Zero Draft Document, the political document and key outcome of the Conference;

· Co-organizing a pre-event with the associations of local authorities;

· Carrying-out outreach activities, in particular an exhibition with side events, and a local awareness-raising campaign on the theme ‘I’m a City Changer’.

Ana B. Moreno invited the WUC Partners to join the exhibition and the side events. The proposal will be sent to all WUC partners.

The WUC Partners also shared their activities under the umbrella of Rio+20. WBCSD, from its part, will organize a side event in the official Business Section of Rio +20 on the 19 June. Christian Kornevall made a call to all WUC private sector partners to join on that day. Karen Stelzner reported that Siemens will organize a Student Campus Contest and is willing to organize a showroom to display new technology. 

Following the discussion on Rio+20, Emilia Saiz from UCLG stressed the importance of joining efforts for Rio+20 and the need to agree on clear key messages. She pointed out that the present outcome document is poor and does not sufficiently address urban issues and solutions. She also stressed that the Sustainable Development Goals will probably not be able to replace the Millennium Development Goals. Emilia Saiz also informed that there will be a meeting with the United Nations Secretary General, local authorities associations and UN-Habitat on 23rd of April. 

Eugenie Birch pointed out that while partners are organizing events, there is a need to deliver some clear messages at Rio+20. Since the various events organized will focus on ‘I’m a City Changer’, the key messages shall be unpacked from the slogan. It is proposed that all working group brainstorm on key messages for Rio+20. 

After discussing key messages in the working groups, some suggestions and comments were made.

Emilia Saiz, on behalf the new working group “Future Cities and Innovation”, stressed the importance of introducing a balance between Innovation and Culture in the messages; the proposed statement would be ‘Cities are drivers of innovation, with a four pillar on sustainability: environmentally, economic, social and cultural”.

Ramin Keivani from the working group on ‘Good policies and enabling legislation’ proposed the following, based on the six WUC thematic cluster action points:
‘CHANGE CITIES – ACT TOGETHER’

1. Prepare cities for change, manage adversity, resilience and take action to reduce risk

2. Build environmentally sound and carbon efficient cities

3. Make cities livable places, safe and healthy

4. Build socially inclusive, accessible, pro-poor, equitable and gender sensitive cities

5. Plan the cities of tomorrow for sustainability and quality of life

6. Make cities more efficient and better places to ensure decent work

The working group on ‘Tools for Assessment and Measurement’, presented by Karen Stelzner, made a similar proposal: 
‘ACT TOGETHER TO MAKE IT HAPPEN’

The group introduced the concept of neighborhood and density and focused on the Campaign Goals: ‘Cities need to unite, connect, enable and measure’.

The working group on “Communication, Outreach and Events” agreed that the WUC should disseminate a Manifesto for Cities at Rio+20 based on key messages:
 ‘THE FUTURE WE WANT’ or ‘THE FUTURE WE WANT FOR CITIES’

10 key points should be elaborated to corroborate this slogan underpinning commitments by partners.

The new working group on Future Cities and Innovation emphasized the following key ideas for Rio +20:
‘CITIES DRIVERS OF DEVELOPMENT AND INNOVATION’

Innovation as a tool to cultural resilience; balance between technology and culture are crucial; culture is an important pillar to sustainable development.

2. Preparations for the World Urban Forum

Ana B. Moreno, on behalf of the Secretariat, updated the participants on the preparation of the World Urban Forum, to be held in Naples, 1 -7 September 2012 at the Mostra d’Oltramare.

She highlighted the new agreement signed with the Italian authorities after the political changes in national Italian government and the city of Naples. The budget was reduced as well as the number of sessions. This is an opportunity to innovate and find new ways to make the WUF6 a more effective international UN event. It will include more online activities and sessions and the calendar of events will be as follows:

· Saturday: online events
· Sunday: Youth and Gender Assembly
· Monday to Thursday: World Urban Forum Official Events
· Friday: Side-events

The WUC will be a key component of the Exhibition. ‘I’m a City Changer’ will be introduced in the streets and public spaces of Naples. 

Luigi Fusco explained the different initiatives to be carried out by the University of Naples during the WUF. He also offered to act as a link between the Mayor of Naples and the WUC. 

Participants decided to hold a specific WUC side event where the Manifesto for Cities would be presented to the public. Eugenie Birch will be the focal point for this side-event.

The Secretariat introduced the idea to have a signing ceremony for new partners joining the WUC either as a separate media event or included in the WUC side event. 

Finally, Ana B. Moreno requested participants to send their particular suggestions on ways to improve the WUF. The Chair and the Co-Chair said they would take the lead on this issue. 

It was agreed that the next Steering Committee of the WUC will take place on the Sunday, 2 September in Naples, for a half-day afternoon session. The Standing Committee will be held by conference call before that date. 

H. Concluding Session
The session concluded with a summary by the Chair. He highlighted the important progress made by the working groups and the creation of a new group on ‘Future Cities and Innovation’.  He also congratulated the Secretariat for its recent achievements. He emphasized the clear vision presented by the Executive Director of UN-Habitat for the Campaign: as the spearhead for change and innovative thinking; as the platform for partners in preparation for Habitat III, and his commitment to support the Campaign. Nicholas You further encouraged Partners to pursue their work for the Campaign and stressed the importance of the role of partners in the Habitat III preparatory process.

Eugenie Birch, as Co-chair, thanked everyone for their contributions and concluded on the success of the meeting as fruitful and productive. She stressed the importance of working further on the Campaign messages. 

Finally, all participants agreed to conclude the meeting and to include the following statement in its report: “We collectively appreciate the vision of UN-Habitat’s Executive Director and the support of the Secretariat”. 

The Secretariat closed the meeting thanking and encouraging participants to keep up with the momentum and assured of its continuous support to everyone to make it a success. 
� Available at: �HYPERLINK "../../../../../morenoa/AppData/Local Settings/Temp/notesA4B047/www.unhabitat.org/downloads/docs/WuC/World Urban Campaign 2012 Brochure.pdf"��www.unhabitat.org/downloads/docs/WuC/World%20Urban%20Campaign%202012%20Brochure.pdf�


or �HYPERLINK "../../../../../morenoa/AppData/Local Settings/Temp/notesA4B047/www.unhabitat.org/downloads/docs/WuC/Joining the World Urban Campaign 2012 Guidelines.pdf"��www.unhabitat.org/downloads/docs/WuC/Joining%20the%20World%20Urban%20Campaign%202012%20Guidelines.pdf�





� See Annex C for detailed report


� Jao Design is not yet an official World Urban Campaign partner.
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