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International	  Conference	  on	  Contemporary	  Architecture	  and	  the	  Urban	  Historic	  Context	  	  

Sevilla	  –	  19	  to	  21	  March	  2013	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

Rationale	  

In	   November	   2011,	   the	   General	   Conference	   of	   UNESCO	   adopted	   a	   recommendation	   on	   the	  
Historic	   Urban	   Landscape	   that	   underlined	   the	   need	   of	   the	   Member	   States	   to	   “adopt	   the	  
appropriate	   legislative	   institutional	   framework	   and	   measures,	   with	   a	   view	   to	   applying	   the	  
principles	  and	  norms	  set	  out	  in	  this	  Recommendation	  in	  the	  territories	  under	  their	  jurisdiction;”	  
and	   to	   “bring	   this	   Recommendation	   to	   the	   attention	   of	   the	   local,	   national	   and	   regional	  
authorities,	   and	   of	   institutions,	   services	   or	   bodies	   and	   associations	   concerned	   with	   the	  
safeguarding,	   conservation	   and	   management	   of	   historic	   urban	   areas	   and	   their	   wider	  
geographical	  settings.”	  

This	  recommendation	  follows	  the	  recommendation	  of	  the	  World	  Heritage	  Committee	  at	  its	  29th	  
session	   in	   July	   2005	   recommended	   “that	   the	   General	   Conference	   of	   UNESCO	   adopt	   a	   new	  
Recommendation	  to	  complement	  and	  update	  the	  existing	  ones	  on	  the	  subject	  of	  conservation	  
of	   historic	   urban	   landscapes,	   with	   special	   reference	   to	   the	   need	   to	   link	   contemporary	  
architecture	  to	  the	  urban	  historic	  context”	  (Decision	  29	  COM	  5D).	  

In	   preparing	   for	   this	   General	   Conference	   recommendation,	   the	   World	   Heritage	   Centre	   has	  
reviewed	  existing	  standard-‐setting	  documents,	  organized	  four	  expert	  meetings	  (in	  2006,	  two	  in	  
2007,	   and	   2009)	   and	   three	   planning	   meetings	   at	   UNESCO	   Headquarters	   (in	   2006,	   2008,	   and	  
2010)	   to	   facilitate	   consultations,	   discussions	   and	   the	   drafting	   of	   a	   new	   standard-‐setting	  
instrument	   on	   the	   subject	   of	   Historic	   Urban	   Landscapes.	   The	   outcomes	   of	   this	   process	   have	  
been	   published	   in	   World	   Heritage	   Papers	   No.	   27	   on	   “Managing	   Historic	   Cities”,	   while	   a	  
preliminary	  study	  together	  with	  the	  relevant	  observations	  and	  decisions	  of	  the	  Executive	  Board	  
was	  submitted	  to	  the	  35th	  session	  of	  the	  General	  Conference	  (October	  2009),	  which	  requested	  
the	  Director-‐General	   to	  bring	   forward	  a	  new	  Recommendation	  on	   the	  conservation	  of	  historic	  
urban	  landscapes	  (35C/Resolution	  42).	  	  

With	   the	   rapid	   increase	   of	   demographic	   and	   concomitant	   economic	   pressure	   on	   urban	  
settlements,	  urban	  cultural	  heritage	  of	  all	  types	  is	  more	  and	  more	  at	  risk	  and	  the	  cases	  that	  had	  
been	   studied	   and	  decided	  upon	   in	   the	  World	  Heritage	   Committee	  meetings	   are	   getting	  more	  
numerous.	  Paramount	  in	  these	  cases,	  though	  not	  exclusive,	  is	  that	  of	  new	  high-‐rise	  buildings	  in	  
or	  around	  World	  Heritage	  urban	  heritage	  and	  of	  the	  visual	  impact	  of	  such	  constructions	  on	  the	  
World	  Heritage	  of	  the	  cities	  and	  on	  their	  attributes.	  

Though	  the	  recommendation	  adopted	  in	  November	  2011	  recognizes	  and	  supports	  the	  evolution	  
of	  historic	  cities	  respectful	  of	  their	  heritage	  –	  tangible	  and	  intangible,	  it	  also	  recognizes	  the	  need	  
for	   further	   research	   on	   the	   concept	   of	   historic	   urban	   landscape	   and	   on	   the	   tools	   and	  
instruments	   needed	  by	   all	   parties	   to	   enable	   the	   appropriate	   and	  objective	   implementation	  of	  
the	   terms	   of	   the	   recommendation.	   If	   the	   policy	   rationale	   has	   been	   properly	   stated	   in	   the	  
recommendation,	  its	  implementation	  still	  requires	  the	  development	  of	  the	  objective	  criteria	  and	  
tools	   –	   practical	   guidelines	   –	   on	  how	   to	   link	   contemporary	   interventions	   (architecture)	   to	   the	  
urban	  historic	   context:	  whether	  or	  not	  a	  new	  building	   fits	  harmoniously	   into	   the	  environment	  
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into	  which	  it	  is	  set	  from	  the	  point	  of	  view	  of	  its	  physical	  attributes	  and	  also	  of	  its	  functions,	  the	  
problem	  being	  both	  that	  of	  “harmony”	  with	  and	  respect	  of	  its	  surroundings	  as	  much	  as	  harmony	  
with	   the	   life	   of	   the	   historic	   setting:	   new	   functions	   can	   be	   disruptive	   and	   endanger	   the	  World	  
Heritage	  and	  the	  historic	  fabric	  as	  much	  as	  if	  not	  more	  that	  the	  form.	  

These	   are	   the	   two	   major	   aspects	   that	   need	   to	   be	   addressed	   in	   priority	   to	   enable	   the	  
recommendation	  on	  historic	  urban	  landscapes	  to	  be	  effective.	  This	  conference	  will	  address	  the	  
two	   aspects	  with	   a	   concentration	  on	   the	   visual	   impact,	  while	   functions,	   being	   easier	   to	   grasp	  
and	  evaluate	  will	  also	  be	  considered.	  

Description	  

A	   major	   international	   3-‐day1	  conference	   will	   be	   organized	   in	   Sevilla	   (Spain)	   with	   the	   aim	   to	  
bringing	  together	  a	  significant	  number	  of	  high-‐level	  scholars,	  professionals	  from	  different	  fields,	  
policy	  makers	  and	  critics	  to	  bring	  new	  light	  to	  this	  issue	  and	  to	  try	  to	  identify	  new	  paths	  and	  new	  
instruments	   and	   tools	   that	   would	   enable	   decision-‐makers	   and	   professionals	   from	   the	   urban,	  
architecture	  and	  heritage	  fields	  evaluate	  and	  decide	  in	  a	  more	  rational	  and	  objective	  manner.	  	  

This	  conference	  will	  establish:	  

1)	  A	  stocktaking	  of	  earlier	  major	  meetings	  on	  this	  subject	  and	  their	  outcomes;	  	  

2)	  Position	  papers	  that	  will	  set	  the	  full	  landscape	  of	  the	  issue	  and	  address	  new	  avenues	  
for	   	  the	   understanding	   of	   the	   relationship	   between	   contemporary	   architecture	   and	  
historic	  settings	  with	  all	  its	  complexities.	  It	  will	  set	  the	  grounds	  of	  the	  discussions	  –	  how	  
do	  we	  read	  contemporary	  architecture,	  the	  role	  of	  beauty,	  the	  urban	  necessities,	  etc.	  	  

3)	   Viewpoints	   from	   outside	   the	   architectural	   practice	   (including	   cognitive	   specialists,	  
neuroscientists,	  art	  historians,	  urban	  development	  experts,	  mayors,	  urban	  and	  regional	  
planners,	  urban	  economists,	  energy	  conservation	  specialists,	  etc.)	  	  

4)	   A	   regional	   categorization	   of	   how	   architectural	   practice	   deals	   with	   the	   issue	   of	  
contemporary	   architecture	   in	   the	   urban	   historic	   context	   (i.e.	   Latin	   American,	   Arab,	  
European,	  African	  and	  Asian	  best	  practices)	  	  

5)	  A	  set	  of	  practical	  guidelines	  and	  the	  identification	  of	  possible	  evaluation	  tools	  ranging	  
from	  minimal	  and	  harmonious	   intervention	  at	  one	  end	  to	  serious	  rupture	  at	  the	  other	  
end	  of	  the	  spectrum,	  with	  a	  corresponding	  checklist	  of	  attributes	  to	  consider	  and,	  (b)	  an	  
action	   plan	   for	   further	   research	   in	   the	   topics	   that	   have	   been	   considered	   as	   needing	  
more	  study	  	  

Goal	  of	  the	  Conference	  

The	  goal	  is	  to	  identify	  evaluation	  tools,	  guidelines	  and	  mechanisms	  on	  how	  to	  address	  
contemporary	  architecture	  in	  the	  urban	  historic	  context.	  These	  would	  then	  be	  further	  
developed	  in	  other	  seminars,	  meetings	  or	  conferences.	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
1	  2.5	  days	  of	  conference	  and	  half	  a	  day	  of	  visit	  
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International	  Conference	  of	  Experts	  on	  Contemporary	  Architecture	  &	  Functions	  and	  
the	  Urban	  Historic	  Context	  
Sevilla	  –	  19	  to	  21	  March	  2013	  

	  
This	  conference	  is	  supported	  by	  the	  World	  Heritage	  Cities	  Organization	  

	  
	  

DRAFT	  AGENDA	  
	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  
	  
	  

Day 0 Registration of Participants In Hotels 
	  
	  

Day 1 Topic Speakers 

08:30 - 09:00 
 
Registration of Participants 
 

 

09:00 - 09:30 Welcome Speeches and Preliminary Remarks 

 
Alcalde de Sevilla 
Ministerio de Cultura 
President ICOMOS 
WHCO/OCPM 
 

09:30 - 13:45 First Session: Keynotes – Ground Setting & Theoretical Presentations 

09:30 - 10:15 
 
The issues at Stake 
 

G. S. Zouain, GAIA-
heritage 

10:15 - 11:00 
 
Visual Perceptions, Memories and the Brain 
 

Prof. Em. John Onians 

11:00 - 11:15 Coffee break  

11:15 - 12:00 
 
Landscape, Time and the Historic City 
 

Prof. Michael Jakob 

12:00 - 12:45 

 
ICOMOS Charters and works on Historic Cities Management 
with a view on contemporary insertions 
 

President ICOMOS 

12:45 -13:00 
 
Questions and Answers 
 

 

13:00 – 14:30 LUNCH BREAK  
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14:30-18:30 
Topic 1 - Perspectives of the Historic Urban Context: The Evolving Pattern of 
Urban Development 
 

14:30 - 15:15 
 
Evolution and Trends of Urban Morphologies and Dimensions 
 

Bernardo Secchi 

 
15:15 - 16:00 
 

The Contemporary Urban Model and the Built Heritage: Iconic 
Architecture and Amenities, New Roles, Mixity, Redefining 
Urban Dynamics 

Jose Fariña ??? 

16:00 - 16:15 Coffee Break  

16:15 - 17:00 

 
The Form and the Function: Reuse, Contemporary 
Architecture, the “Wow Effect” in the Urban Political Economy 
 

Jean-Michel Wilmotte 

17:00 - 17:45 Pollution & The Unity/Integrity of the Cities 
(Contemporary dysfunctions & the Historic Urban Fabric) 

Prof Georges 
Aboujaoude (EPFL  - 
Lausanne) 

17:45 - 18:30 
 
Questions and Answers 
 

 

 
Evening 

 
Special Event Hosted by the City  
 

 

   
Day 2 Topic Speakers 
   

09:00-11:00 
 
Topic 2 – Experiences from Different Places: Case Studies 
 

09:00 - 09:30 Introduction to the Case Studies: The World Heritage Cities 
and the quest for a balanced growth - the Mayors point of view Mayor of Sevilla 

09:30 - 10:00 Paris 
Bertrand Lemoine, DG 
Atelier International du 
Grand Paris 

10:00 - 10:30 Northern European Experiences 
Terje Nypan (DOA 
Norway) 

10:30 - 11:00 Beijing Central Axis 

Prof. LU Zhou, 
Director, Tsinghua 
University – National 
Heritage Center 
 

11:00 – 11:30 Coffee Break  

11:30 – 12:00 
 
Brasil 
 

Prof Silvio Zanchetti 

12:00 - 12-30 Tunis ASPM Tunis 

12:30 - 13:00 
 
Amsterdam 
 

Mrs. Ester Agricola  
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13:00 – 13:30 

 
The Getty Conservation Institute Programme on 
Contemporary Architecture in Historic Environments 
 

Mrs. Sara Lardinois 

	  
13:30-14:30 Lunch Break  

14:30-18:30 

Special Session: Creation of Round Tables on criteria, 
instruments, tools: 
_ The Historic City, contemporary architecture and the need 
for growth (thriving places) 
_ Morphology: volumes, form, colour and the built 
environment 
_ New Tools for Assessing Impacts including ICOMOS tool 
_The Different roles of stakeholders (Local authority, Civil 
society, ICOMOS, WHC) 
 

Moderators to be 
selected preferably from 
the speakers  
 

   
Day 3 Topic Speakers 

09:00 – 11:00 
 
Conclusion of Round Tables Session 
 

 

11:00 – 11:15 Coffee Break  
11:15 – 14:00 Final Session: New Tools for Assessing Impacts 

 

 
Adoption of the recommendations 
 

 

 
Proposals for future cooperation 
 

 

 
Closing speeches 
 

 

	  
	  


