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W hy a book on new towns? Simply put, new towns are 
special cases in terms of urban development and 
the organisation of space. They are challenging ad-

ventures, reflecting different surroundings and trends and bring-
ing together in one place a whole host of political, structural and 
technical issues, and they require a vast array of expertise and 
a variety of sectors working together to take up a major chal-
lenge: creating a city from start to finish. 
Such issues are relevant for the creation of new towns on both 
sides of the Mediterranean, whether in examining the recent 
history of this phenomenon or in looking towards the future. 
Exchanges between cities and between experts can therefore 
generate in-depth analysis and result in greatly improved prac-
tices which learn from the past. This book showcases the results 
of the New Medina project, a journey based on sharing and co-
operation among cities and associations from different coun-
tries in the North and South of the Mediterranean region.

Contents: Pascaline Gaborit: The Contradiction of New Medi-
nas. Pilot Projects, Complex Territories, and other Issues of Sus-
tainability • Rachid Sidi Boumedine: A New Town? Where? Why? 
How? A Critical and Comparative Approach to New Town Projects 
in Maghreb • Deni Ruggeri: A Traveling Concept. The New Town 
Ideal from Howard’s Garden City to Today’s Ecocity • Christian 
Horn: Building Sustainable Desert Towns for Citizens • Pierre-
Arnaud Barthel: Fostering the Sustainable Planning Approach 
in New City Projects. Lessons Learned and Proposals (Morocco 
and Egypt) • Lauriane Lahery: Between Orders and Appropria-
tions, a Return to the Concept of Sustainable Urban Development 
in the Southern Mediterranean • Hend Farouh: Making Egyptian 
Cities Sustainable. Dream & Reality.

Pascaline Gaborit has ten years of experience working with 
European local authorities, as Director of the European New 
Towns and Pilot Cities Platform (ENTP, a network of local author-
ities). She coordinates exchanges, events and panels of experts, 
and occasionally lectures in universities. She is the author of sev-
eral books and articles, and is convinced of the importance of 
cooperation and exchange among local authorities, experts and 
researchers.


